To: Buchanan_Davis@flake.senate.goviBuchanan_Davis@flake.senate.gov};
chandler_morse@flake.senate.gov[chandler_morse@flake.senate.gov}; Chelsea
Lett{chelsea_lett@flake.senate.gov]; Clint Chandler[clint_chandler@flake.senate.gov}; Jason
Samuels[jason_samuels@flake.senate.govl;
julie_katsel@flake.senate.govijulie_katsel@flake.senate.govl;
kris_kiefer@flake.senate.govikris_kiefer@flake.senate.gov};
matthew_specht@flake.senate.govimatthew_specht@flake.senate.gov};
gina_gormiey@mccain.senate.gov[gina_gormley@mccain.senate.govl;
joe_donoghue@mccain.senate.govijoe_donoghue@mccain.senate.govl;
mark_delich@mccain.senate.govimark_delich@mccain.senate.gov]; Meghan
Kieltyfmeghan_kielty@mccain.senate.govl;
nick_matiella@mccain.senate.govinick_matiella@mccain.senate.gov};
rick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.gov[rick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.gov}; Shay
Saucedo[shay_saucedo@mccain.senate.gov}; Blanca Rubio-Varela]blanca.varela@mail.house.gov};
carmen.gallus@mail.house.govicarmen.gallus@mail.house.gov];
ken.montoya@mail.house.goviken.montoya@mail.house.govj;
ron.lee@mail.house.goviron.lee@mail.house.govl;
rick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.govirick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.govl;
gina_gormley@mccain.senate.gov[gina_gormley@mccain.senate.govl; Tarallo, Julie
(McCain)[Julie_Tarallo@mccain.senate.govl; Carrillo, Pablo
(McCain)[Pablo_Carrillo@mccain.senate.govj; ifowler@coconino.az.govilfowler@coconino.az.govl;
mayor@cityofpage.orgimayor@cityofpage.org]; rrowley@coconino.az.govirrowley@coconino.az.govl;
petekenatcitty@navajo-nsn.govipetekenatcitty@navajo-nsn.govl;

Judy .Kioski@azdema.gov[Judy.Kioski@azdema.gov]; Alesia Ash[alesia.ash@mail.house.gov]; C.J.
Karamargin[cj.karamargin@mail.house.gov}; Justin Roth[justin.roth@mail.nouse.govl; Kristen
Douglaslkristen.douglas@mail.house.gov}; Pace McMullan[pace.mcmullan@mail.house.govl; Patrick
Ptak{patrick.ptak@mail.house.govl; Clerkin Emerick, Amy[Amy.Emerick@mail.house.gov];
chris.kaumo@mail.house.govichris.kaumo@mail.nouse.govi;
glenn.miller@mail.house.goviglenn.miller@mail.house.govl; Jennifer
Papworth[Jennifer.Papworth@mail.nouse.govl;
jessie.baxter@mail.house.govijessie.baxter@mail.house.govi;
martha.garcia@mail.house.gov[martha.garcia@mail.house.gov];
ruben.reyes@mail.house.gov[ruben.reyes@mail.house.govl; Jeff Smalljjeff. small@mail.house.govi;
michael.mansour@mail.house.gov[michael.mansour@mail.nouse.gov};
penny.pew@mail.nouse.govipenny.pew@mail.house.govj;
tom.vanflein@mail.house.govitom.vanflein@mail.nouse.gov}; Trevor
Pearson[trevor.pearson@mail.house.govj;
adam.deguire@mail.house.goviadam.deguire@mail.house.govl;
chuck.gray@mail.house.govichuck.gray@mail.house.govl;
jon.mchatton@mail.house.govijon.mchatton@mail.house.govl;
lorissa.bounds@mail.house.govilorissa.bounds@mail.house.gov}; Beau
Brunson[beau.brunson@mail.house.govl]; Kevin Knight{kevin.knight@mail.house.gov]; Oliver
Schwabloliver.schwab@mail.house.gov]; David Montes[david.montes@mail.house.govl; Luis
Heredialluis.heredia@mail.house.gov]; Matt Lee[matt.lee2@mail.house.gov]; Pili
Tobar]pili.tobar@mail.nouse.govl; Xenia Ruiz[xenia.ruiz@mail.nouse.gov]; Bobby
Cornett{bobby.cornett@mail.house.govl; dan.hay@mail.house.gov[dan.hay@mail.house.govi; Ellie
Stern[ellie.stern@mail.house.gov}; shari.farrington@mail.house.govshari.farrington@mail.house.govl;
justin.unga@mail.house.govfjustin.unga@mail.nouse.govl; Kendra Leiby[kendra.leiby@mail.house.gov};
Michael Wong[michael.wong@mail.house.gov]; Michelle Davidson[michelle.davidson@mail.house.gov};
alton_garrett@boxer.senate.gov]alton_garrett@boxer.senate.gov};
ameen_khan@boxer.senate.goviameen_khan@boxer.senate.govl;
Caridad_Sanchez@boxer.senate.gov[Caridad_Sanchez@boxer.senate.govl];
Joshua_Quigley@boxer.senate.gov[Joshua_Quigley@boxer.senate.gov}; Julissa
Delgadofjulissa_delgado@boxer.senate.gov};
kyle_chapman@boxer.senate.govikyle_chapman@boxer.senate.gov}; Maurice
Lyles[maurice_lyles@boxer.senate.gov};
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sean_moore@boxer.senate.govisean_moore@boxer.senate.gov};
stacey_smith@boxer.senate.gov[stacey_smith@boxer.senate.gov];
tom_bohigian@boxer.senate.govjtom_bohigian@boxer.senate.govl;
yvette_martinez@boxer.senate.govlyvette_martinez@boxer.senate.gov}; Zachary
Coile[zachary_coile@boxer.senate.gov]; bill_kratz@feinstein.senate.govibill_kratz@feinstein.senate.gov};
Caitlin Meyer{caitlin_meyer@feinstein.senate.gov]; Callan
Bruzzonelcallan_bruzzone@feinstein.senate.govl;
james_peterson@feinstein.senate.govijames_peterson@feinstein.senate.gov};
john_murray@feinstein.senate.govljohn_murray@feinstein.senate.govj;
john_watts@feinstein.senate.govijohn_watts@feinstein.senate.govl;
katie_gross@feinstein.senate.govikatie_gross@feinstein.senate.gov}; Kenneth
Rooney[Kenneth_Rooney@feinstein.senate.govl]; Kevin Changlkevin_chang@feinstein.senate.govl;
molly_o'brien@feinstein.senate.govimolly_o'brien@feinstein.senate.gov}, Sabiha
Khan[sabiha_khan@feinstein.senate.gov};
shelly_abajian@feinstein.senate.gov[shelly_abajian@feinstein.senate.govl;
trevor_daley@feinstein.senate.govitrevor_daley@feinstein.senate.gov];
chuck_podolak@flake.senate.govichuck_podolak@flake.senate.govl;
Ernesto_Rodriguez@Heinrich.Senate.Gov[Ernesto_Rodriguez@Heinrich.Senate.Govl; Jared T.
Touchin[jtouchin@navajo-nsn.govl; Arbin Mitchell[arbinmitchell@navajo-nsn.gov]; ninaachester@navajo-
nsn.govininaachester@navajo-nsn.gov}; Charity K. Sam[cksam@navajo-nsn.gov}; Francelia
Johnson[fjiohnsonopvp@gmail.com}

Cc: Tenley, Clancy[Tenley.Clancy@epa.govl; Russo, Rebecca[Russo.Rebecca@epa.govl;
Snyder, Raquel[Snyder.Raquel@epa.gov]; Levine, Carolyn[Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov}; Distefano,
Nichole[DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov]; Gray, David[gray.david@epa.gov}; Zito,
Kelly[ZITO . KELLY@EPA.GOV]; Janifer, Pamela[Janifer.Pamela@epa.gov}, Bowies,
Jack[Bowles.Jack@epa.govl]; Faulk, Libby[Faulk.Libby@epa.gov]; Peterson,
Cynthia[Peterson.Cynthia@epa.gov]; Miullo, Nat{Miullo.Nat@epa.gov]; Higuchi,
Dean[Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov]; Keener, Bill[Keener.Bill@epa.govl]; Blumenfeid,
Jared[BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV]; Harris-Bishop, Rusty[Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov]; Allen,
HarryL[Allen.HarryL@epa.gov]; Manzanilla, Enrique[Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov}; EOC
Liaison[EOC_Liaison@epa.gov]; R8 Documentation Unit

Leader[R08_Documentation_Unit_L eader@epa.gov]; Guria, Peter[Guria.Peter@epa.gov]; Ebbert,
Laura[Ebbert.Laura@epa.gov]; Asher, Jonathan[Asher.Jonathan@epa.govl; Vaught,
Laura[Vaught.Laura@epa.gov}; Yogi, David[Yogi.David@epa.govl; Tenley,
Clancy[Tenley.Clancy@epa.gov]; Vela, Austin[Vela.Austin@epa.gov}

From: Maier, Brent

Sent: Fri 8/28/2015 8:17:01 PM

Subject: EPA Update on Gold King Mine Response: Navajo Nation, Additional Data, Public Records

Dear Colleagues:

The following press release has been issued today by the EPA Headquarters press
office. If you have questions or need any additional information, please give me a call.

Regards,
Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison
Telephone: 415.947.4256
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CONTACT:

Melissa Harrison
harrison.melissa@epa.gov
(202) 564-8421 (office)
(202) 697-0208 (mobile)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 28, 2015

EPA Update on Gold King Mine Response: Navajo
Nation, Additional Data, Public Records

WASHINGTON - Today the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released an
update on water quality and sediment data for the Navajo Nation, as well as new data
sets and additional public records on the Gold King Mine response.

What new documents are being released?
EPA is releasing documents related to legal agreements, grant funding, contract work,
and response summary from Colorado employees on Gold King Mine.

To view the documents: hitp://www?Z.epa.gov/goldkingmine/gold-king-mine-data-august-
28-2015

What data is EPA posting today?

Today EPA is posting additional sampling data results from the San Juan River in the
Navajo Nation. Surface water and sediment samples were collected at 11 locations and
analyzed for 24 metals, including arsenic, cadmium, lead and mercury. Concentrations
of iron and other metals in San Juan River water in the Navajo Nation peaked during the
week of August 10th as the mine release moved through the Navajo Nation, but have
since trended to pre-release conditions.

EPA is also releasing sediment and water quality samples collected at locations along
the Animas and San Juan Rivers. The sediment data was collected on August 15-22
and August 24, 2015, and the surface water samples were collected August 12-22,
2015.

These data points have also been added to the trend graphs created from pre-event
and post-event data posted to the Gold King Mine response website.

What do the sample results show?
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Based on the comparison of pre-event data with data collected over the past two weeks,
the pre-event sampling data show that concentrations for all 24 metals in surface water
have trended to pre-event conditions, well below Recreational Screening Levels (RSL).
The metal concentrations of the samples were also below soil / sediment recreational
screening levels. Based upon the sediment sampling results, sediment sample
concentrations are trending toward pre-event conditions as well.

Specifically for the Navajo Nation, EPA’s conclusions are based on comparisons of San
Juan River water and sediment data to EPA and Navajo EPA standards. Results
consistent with this data set have been utilized by other jurisdictions along the Animas
and San Juan Rivers to lift use restrictions for irrigation, livestock watering, and
recreational purposes. Last night, Navajo Nation President Russell Begaye gave the
directive to open the Fruitland Irrigation canal, which delivers water from the San Juan
River for irrigation to three Navajo chapters.

All EPA samples are analyzed by a private lab accredited by the National Environmental
Laboratory Accreditation Conference, an independent, non-governmental laboratory
certification organization. After the lab conducts its analyses, data reports generated
are validated by an independent data validation service provider.

What do EPA trend graphs show?

For each metal, EPA trend graphs illustrate that concentrations are significantly lower
than the RSL. The specific RSLs for each metal are posted on the right side of each
trend graph. RSLs, established by EPA, are health-based concentrations for each metal
based on exposure during recreational use.

The RSLs for both soil / sediment and surface water are based on recreational
scenarios in which an adult or child hiker/camper is exposed to surface water and
sediment.

For surface water, the recreation-based screening levels assume that the adult or child
would receive all of their daily water intake (2 liters/day) from the river over a continuous
64 day period. For sediment, the recreation-based screening levels are based on a
hiker/camper that may become exposed to sediments alongside the riverbank over a
continuous 64-day period. These RSLs are conservative, representing levels that are
not expected to cause adverse effects over an extended period of time, based on a
continuous 64-day exposure. These screening criteria represent the most conservative
scenario for recreational users.

To view the data map: hitp://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine/data-gold-king-mine-response

R228

Please visit the following links or reach out to the contacts listed below if you have any
questions or need any additional information:
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1. On our website http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine

2. Through state or local sources: hitp://wwwZ2.epa.gov/goldkingmine/gold-king-mine-
resources-information

3. By calling EPA’s toll-free hotline number: 844-607-9700

4. Or by calling your Regional contact directly.

For Region 8, which includes CO and UT: Rebecca Russo, russo.rebecca@epa.gov,
303-312-6757

For Region 6, which includes NM: David Gray, gray.david@epa.gov, 214-665-8120

For Region 9, which includes AZ, CA, NV and the Navajo Nation: Brent Maier,
maier.brent@epa.gov, 415-947-4256

Regards,

Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ph: 415.947.4256
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